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from its real Self, as the ego is nothing but a temporary
formation in the consciousness of the Self. It is the Self
that is behind the ego and though the ego is not aware
of it so long as it is in a state of ignorance or bondage,
yet it becomes aware of it once it is free from its pre-
occupations and prepossessions. When it is thus aware,
it feels drawn to the deeper being of which it is the
surface or the apparent self.

Thus we see that this description of Athma-Darshan
or Self-perception does not contradict that of Sai-darshan
or Truth-perception (vide Verse 10) as both refer to
the same exalted state of the Self, Nishtha which can
also be viewed as Sayujya, with reference to the real
Self holding the ego-self jeeva in conscious union.

In the next verse it is pointed out how perception of
Self does not differ from God-perception.

Verse 24 :
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The supreme gives the light to thought.
Within it, Himself hidden, He shines.
Hence to turn in the thought to unite within,
That is to see the Lord. How else to see ?

The Supreme Lord, the Creator, is Himself conscious-
ness ; and when by the force that it is inherent in and.
inseparable from the consciousness various forms of it